
WEDDING TRADITIONS 
While certain traditions, like having a first-dance, have been embraced by 

couples for generations – others like walking down the aisle to non-classical 

music are on the rise. Regardless of the exact details couples decide on 

incorporating into their wedding day, couples are focused on finding ways to 

make their big day a direct reflection of their personal style. 

Follow the timeline below to see when couples hire their vendor team 
and the role each one plays in bringing the couple’s personalized 

wedding day details to life. 
12 MONTHS 

 
CEREMONY/RECEPTION VENUE 

77%of wedding receptions are indoors 

 
CATERER 

54%have food served buffet-style 

68%have an open-bar 

 
PHOTOGRAPHER 

42%of couples do a "first-look" 

 



SELECT DRESS/ATTIRE 

80%of brides wear white 

63%of grooms dress in something more casual than a tuxedo 

 
BAND/DJ 

52%of couples say they’ve seen their band/DJ perform in person prior to 

booking them 

6 MONTHS 

 
FLORIST 

50%of couples do a bouquet toss 

 
CAKE 

82%have a cake-cutting ceremony 

37%weddings include a dessert bar/table 

 
CREATE REGISTRY 

(WeddingWire Feature) 

2 in 3Millennials create a traditional registry 

https://www.weddingwire.com/wedding-registry


 
CREATE WEDDING WEBSITE 

(WeddingWire Feature) 

62%of couples create a wedding website 

1 in 2add accommodations into their website 

 
ROOM BLOCKS 
(WeddingWire Feature) 

63%of couples book at least one hotel room block for their guests 

3 MONTHS 

 
BEAUTY AND HEALTH 

31%started a new exercise routine or diet to prepare for the wedding 

1 in 2bridesmaids pay to have their hair done by a professional for the 

wedding 

 
DISCUSS REHEARSAL DINNER 

43%of the groom’s parents pay for the rehearsal dinner 

https://www.weddingwire.com/wedding-websites.html
https://hotelblocks.weddingwire.com/


 
OFFICIANT 

39%of couples create their own vows 

WEDDING DAY 

 
MOST POPULAR 

87% of couples perform a first dance 

 
GAINING MOMENTUM 

(% vs. 2 years ago) 

63%groom(s) dressing more casual than tuxedo (7%) 
61%walking down aisle to non-classical music (7%) 
59%wedding party: females wearing different dresses (14%) 
54%creating a wedding hashtag (10%) 
40%wedding party: including mixed genders (14%) 

 
COOLING DOWN 

(% vs. 2 years ago) 

75%order of day: ceremony, cocktail hour, reception (-10%) 
74%father-daughter and/or mother-son dances (-9%) 
70%changing to partner’s last name (-12%) 



45%begin honeymoon 1-2 days after reception (-12%) 
 


